TURNPIKE TRUSTS (IRELAND). 



ABSTRACT of RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 December 1854;— -for, 



“COPY of the Queen’s Letter or Treasury Minute appointing a 
Commission to inquire into certain Turnpike Trusts in Ireland , 
with a view to their Abolition, and the Instructions issued to such 
Commission 

« And, RETURN of the Names of all Persons engaged in such Inquiry, 
the Number of Days occupied thereon, and Amount awarded to each of 
them; the Number of Witnesses examined on each Trust respectively, 
and the Sums ordered for their Attendance.” 



Irish Office, 

22 February 1855 ./ 



JOHN YOUNG. 



(Mr. Macartney.) 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 March 18 551— for, 



“COPY of Letter addressed to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department by the Chief Secretary for Ireland , in March 1854, praying 
that Her Majesty’s Commission might issue to inquire into certain 
Turnpike Trusts in Ireland, with the view to their Abolition, &c.” 



{Mr. Macartney .) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 
24 April 1855. 



196. 
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return relating to 



COPY of the Queen’s Letter or Treasury Minute appointing a Com- 
mission to inquire into certain Turnpike Trusts in Ireland, with a view 
to their Abolition, and the Instructions issued to such Commission: 
And Return of the Names of all Persons engaged m such Inquiry, 
the Number of Days occupied thereon, and Amount awarded to each of 
them. 

COMMISSION for inquiring into the Propriety of Maintaining or Abolishing 
certain Turnpike Roads in the Vicinity of Dublin. 

Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, to Our trusty and well-beloved Abraham 
Hayward Esq one of Our counsel learned in the law, and Our trusty and well- 
beloved Henry Drury Harness, Esq., a Commissioner of Public Works in that 
part of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, 

^Whereas We have thought it expedient that a Commission should issue forth- 
with for the purpose of inquiring and reporting on the propriety of maintaining 
or abolishing certain Turnpike Roads in the vicinity of Dublin, namely : 

The Dublin, Malahide, Howth, and Clontarf; the Dublin and Dunleer; 
the Dublin and Knocksedan ; the Dublin and Ashbourne to Slane and 
Drogheda; the Ratoatli; the Dublin and Navan; the Dublin and 
Mullingar, and the road branching from the same by Kinnegad and 
Athlone ; the Dublin and Carlow. 

Now know ye that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal and 
ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these presents authorise and 
appoint you the said Abraham Hayward and Henry Drury Harness to be Our 
Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, and Our will and pleasure is that you 
should take into your consideration, firstly, the present condition of each of 
the said roads ; secondly, the receipts and expenditure, and the state of their 
accounts; thirdly, the amount of debts and charges upon each trust, the 
amount and the original value, and the market value in each of the last 
10 years of the debentures, the number of debenture-holders, the mode of 
paying off those debentures which appears to you most equitable, and the pro- 
portion thereof which should he charged to the respective counties or baronies 
concerned, and generally to consider all matters relating to each of the said 
trusts. And that after a careful inquiry you should report to Us, in writing, 
under your hands and seals, your several proceedings by virtue of this Our Com- 
mission, together with your opinions as to the propriety or otherwise of maintain- 
ing or abolishing all or any of such turnpike trusts or roads, or any parts 
thereof, and whether it may not he possible, under a different system, to main- 
tain the said roads in better condition, and to the greater convenience of the 
public. And We do hereby authorise and empower you Our said Commissioners 
to obtain information thereupon by the examination of all persons most com- 
petent by reason of their situation, knowledge, and experience, to afford it ; and 
also, by calling for all documents, papers, and records which may appear to you 
calculated to assist your researches, and to promote the formation of a sound 
judgment on the subject. And We do also hereby give and grant unto you full 
power and authority, when the same shall appear to he requisite, to administer 
an oath or oaths to any person or persons whatsoever to be examined before 
you, touching or concerning the premises. And We will and command that 
this Our Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, and that you Our 
said Commissioners may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, 
and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not 
continued from time to time by adjournment. 

And We hereby command all and singular our justices of the peace, shenffs, 
mayors, bailiffs, constables, officers, ministers, and all other Our loving subjects 
whatsoever, as well within liberties as without, that they be assistant to you ana 
each of you in the execution of these presents. 

In witness, &c. 

Dated 13 June 1854. 
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c.-rs'TUMENT of the Amount of the Expenses incurred on Account of the recent 
Commission to inquire into certain Turnpike Trusts in Ireland, with a view to their 
Abolition. 

.1 i ™ Tfnvwnrcl Esq., Q. C.. Commissioner, 10Z. 10s. a day (being _ the 
A oiSary payment to Queen’s Counsel when employed on special duties), 

y^Hamw, E. E., Commissioner (being a Commissioner of Public Works 

TravS™ expenses of Mr. Hayward to Dublin, with a Clerk - - - 

■n a lnrlrnno- &c of Mr. Hayward and Clerk - - 

IZ nidto atting Clerk of the Commission during the Public b.ttmgs for 
keeping a Record of the Proceedings, &c. " “ " 

Paid for copying, and fair copies oi the .Report 
Paid for Advertisements and for Sundries - 



Total 



£. s. d. 
525 - - 
nil. 

10 10 - 
60 - - 

19 - - 
14 17 4 
12 2 - 

641 9 4 



Copy of LETTER addressed to the. Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment by the Chief Secretary for Ireland in March 1854, praying that tier 
Majesty’s Commission mightissue to inquire into certain Turnpike Trusts in 
Ireland , with the view to their Abolition, &c. 

Mv Lord Irish Office, 27 March 1854. 

Jam directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request your Lordship will give 
the necessary instructions that a Commission under the Great Seal may be 
issued to inquire and report on the propriety of maintaining or abolishing 
certain turnpike roads in the vicinity of Dublin. , . 

Previous to the present Session, several representations had been made to 
the Irish Government on this subject, which has been lately discussed m 
Parliament. Tivo Bills, entitled respectively, the “ Dublin and Mullmgai Road 
Bill” and the “Dublin, Clontarf, &c. Roads Bill, were introduced and post- 
poned on the understanding that the Government would institute an inquiry. 

In the case of the Welsh roads, after the Rebecca riots, a Commission was 
appointed, who made certain recommendations on which an Act was sub- 
sequently founded, and the object of the proposed Commission is the consbta- 
tion of an impartial tribunal for deciding on the rival claims of the contending 

^The duty of the Commissioners will he to travel over the roads, to ascertain 
their first cost, and from what source the funds were derived ; the amount ot 
tolls and cost of maintenance for as many years back as can be conveniently 
got; the interest paid on debentures for the same number of years, and the 
market value of the debentures. Whether any portion of the receipts has been or 
is set apart as a sinking fund for payment of debts, and other such 
Whether the counties or baronies should pay off the debenture holdeis, and 
the allocations of such payments on the particular districts chargeable. 

They should also have the power of summoning witnesses and examining 
upon oath. , . . TT j _ 

His Excellency begs to recommend for the appointment Mr. A. Haywaid, Q. C. 
(who was formerly engaged in the inquiry preliminary to the Dublin improve- 
ment Act), and Captain Harness, of the Board of Works. 

n r I am, &c. 

Viscount Palmerston, M. p., (signed) John Young. 

&c. &c. &c. 

His Excellency proposes that in the first instance the cost of the inquiry 
should be defrayed by Government, and recovered afterwards from any fund 
which may be allocated, under the Act of Parliament abolishing the tenpikes, for 
the redemption of the tolls ; and that Mr. Hayward should be paid at the rate 
of 10 guineas per diem (not including travelling expenses), or by a bulk sum to 
be previously agreed upon. (signed) J- Y. 
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